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• a Health Care Provider 



14. Web universal resource locators (URLs).  
15. Internet protocol (IP) address numbers. 16. Biometric identifiers, including fingerprints and 

voiceprints.  
17. Full-face photographic images and any comparable images.  
18. Any other unique identifying number, characteristic, or code, unless otherwise permi





permit the researcher to make these representations in written or oral form. 





legally authorized to make health care decisions on an individual’s behalf or to act for a deceased i n d i v i d u a l  o r  t h e  e s t a t e .  T h e  P r i v a c y  R u l e  p e r m i t s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  w h e n  a  c o v e r e d  e n t i t y  h a s  a  r e a s o n a b l e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a y  b e  a b u s i n g  o r  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  t h a t  t r e a t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n  a s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  e n d a n g e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  S p e c i a l  c a s e :  M i n o r s .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  p a r e n t s  a r e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  t h e ir  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  p a r e n t s  c a n  e x e r c i s e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s ,  s u c h  a s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e i r  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  I n  c e r t a i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s ,  t h e  p a r e n t  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I n  t h e s e  s it u a t i o n s ,  t h e  P r i v a c y  R u l e  d e f e r s  t o  S t a t e  a n d  o t h e r  l a w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p a r e n t s  t o  a c c e s s  a n d  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  I f  S t a t e  a n d  o t h e r  l a w  i s  s i l e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  p a r e n t a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m i n o r ’ s  p r o t e c t e d  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a  c o v e r e d  e n t i t y  h a s  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  o r  d e n y  a  p a r e n t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m i n o r ’ s  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  m a d e  b y  a  l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j u d g m e n t .  References h t t p s : / / p r i v a c y r u l e a n d r e s e a r c h . n i h . g o v / p d f / H I P A A _ P r i v a c y _ R u l e _ B o o k l e t . p d f h t t p : / / w w w . h h s . g o v / s i t e s / d e fa u l t / f i l e s / p r i v a c y s u m m a r y . p d f h t t p : / / i r b . w a y n e . e d u / p o l i c i e s / 1 0-2 _ h i p a a _ f l o w c h a r t . p d f h t t p s : / / w w w . u m a r y l a n d . e d u / m e d i a / u m b / o a a / h r p / d o c u m e n t s / s t u d y-t o o l s-d o c s / h i p a a f l o w c h a r t . p d f     
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